
Nicholas and Aurora at DisneyWorld right after
Nicholas proposed and she said, “yes.”

You see the earpiece??? I was on the
phone w/Aurora while I crossed from

the Georgia to South Carolina.  She was
on the phone when I took this self-

portrait.

Nicholas and Aurora at Atlanta Motorspeedway in
March 2007.
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Greater Memphis, TN–Greetings from the Mid-South!

Nicholas:  Yes ... it’s been a while since I’ve been in touch, too! And a lot has happened since the beginning of the year. And
one of the main things was getting back into dating for another go at finding a woman to spend the rest of my life with her. Who
would have known that it would have happened so quickly?

Aurora: I've always been an introvert, but over the years I had become more & more shy. After I left Charlotte
and moved to Chattanooga, I became even more shy to the point of being withdrawn . Although, there were
reasons, it wasn't a healthy way of living. Before I knew it, several years had gone by, I had made very few
friends and the only people in Chattanooga that I knew where those I saw at work & at church. Last summer, I
wanted to make changes and improve my life. After a few wrong turns, I started to move
in the right direction. I began to open up more to the people in my life and let the people
around me get to know me. I wanted to be healthy all around - physically, emotionally and
spiritually. 

Nicholas: I starting talking with a woman in Chattanooga right after the first of the year. But
Chattanooga??? ... Where? ... Well ... I really couldn’t say anything, because if you asked me when
I lived in Hawaii that I would be living in the Greater Memphis area, I’d think that you’d be talking
“`crazy!’” 

 Aurora: Crazy is right. If anyone had told me a year ago that this time the next year
I would be living in Memphis and planning a wedding that is only weeks away, I would have laughed and told them
that there was no way. I agreed to meet Nicholas because I wanted to begin to meet more people and become

better able to interact with guys. I figured that I would meet some people, maybe
make a couple of friends, but that would be it –––– the most I was seeking was a
way to improve myself and my people skills. Little did I know what was about to
happen……………………Nicholas contacted me to start the communication process and
then…………..

Nicholas:   And ever since then, it’s been one adventure, after another. I’ve made a lot of
trips to Chattanooga. And found a partner in NASCAR, the sports I follow most passionately.
We’ve traveled to Atlanta and Talladega Superspeedway for NASCAR races, North Carolina
for a seminar, and Florida for NASCAR and visit to the Magic Kingdom there. 
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Aurora: The funny thing is that I lived in Charlotte, NC for six and a half years and never had the slightest
interest in NASCAR. After living in Chattanooga, I got to know some people that enjoy it and talk about it so when
Nicholas told me of his interest, I thought I’d watch a few races myself. I found that I actually enjoyed it. Then
we went to the Atlanta race in March and the whole thing just kind of came alive for me. There is just nothing
like seeing a race live and in person –– it is amazing. Things have been such a whirlwind since March –– lots of
travel between Memphis & Chattanooga (same state, but 350 miles apart) plus our other trips. Through it all, I’ve
enjoyed myself immensely and been the happiest that I’ve been in a long time. It’s great to be able to spend time
with someone as unique and wonderful as Nicholas.

Topic or Question Nicholas’Answer Aurora’s Answer
Parents names: Edward & Lillian Don & Carol

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawaii Hobe Sound, Florida

Birthdate November 30 September 12

What is your nickname? TONO - self-described Don’t have one.  Except that
Nicholas calls me “Sunshine”

Pets: Negative Flitwick (my cat)

Eye Color: Brown Hazel

Hair color Brown Brown

Piercings Negative, baby born Ears

Tatoos All baby soft skin None

How much do you like your job? Like it for certain people I work with. Just started a few weeks ago

Favorite Color Dark Blue Peach

Favorite food Baked or grilled chicken (see favorite
fast food restaurant)

Pasta or Bread

Been toilet papering? Negative ... What is toilet paper for?
And it’ll go on a vehicle???

Yes, actually. <big grin>

Been in a car accident? Yes, two of them.  I flipped and totaled
the Toyota Celica I transported from
Hawaii to California.

Yes, several times –twice while
driving
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Topic or Question Nicholas’Answer Aurora’s Answer
Croutons or bacon bits? Don’t like the former, can’t have the

latter.
Both!

Sprite or 7up? Either when I have a tummy ache. Neither

Favorite Movie The old Star Trek. Oh, can’t just name one.

Favorite Holiday Christmas and Easter for the “real”
meaning

Christmas

Favorite Day of the Week Any day that I am off from work! Saturday

Favorite Word or phrase Ohhhhh my goooodneeessss! Don’t think I have one.

Favorite Restaurant P.F. Changs or Red Lobster Melting Pot

Favorite Flower I am a MAN! ... ok... anything with
colors!

Lilies or Pansies

Favorite Drink Used to be Mountain Dew ... used to.. Hot chocolate or Mountain Dew
Code Red

Favorite Sports to watch NASCAR: Cup and Busch series College Basketball or NASCAR

Preferred type of ice cream Cherry Cordial or Chocolate Chip Mayfield Turtle Tracks or Mint
Chocolate Chip

Disney or Warner Bros. The Happiest Place on Earth, of course! Disney is the BEST.

Favorite Fast Food Restaurant El Pollo Loco ... mostly in Southern CA Taco Bell or Arby’s

When was your last hospital visit This year ... thought I was having a
heart attack. It was acid reflux!

Inpatient - October 1992, ER -
February 2005

How many times did you fail
your driver’s test?

Watch out!... I’m on the road!!! LOL 0

Which single store would you
choose to max out your credit
card?

My “toys”: My laptop, Palm wireless
phone, and “Palm Pilot”

Probably a book store

What do you do most often when
you are bored?

I usually have the cable news channels in
the background while I surf the Internet.

Read or write

Most annoying thing people ask
me?

Born in Hawaii: “Why did you leave
Hawaii for Memphis?”

“Why did you leave Florida? I would
love to live there.”
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Topic or Question Nicholas’Answer Aurora’s Answer
And the BIG question now: why
are you getting married in
Chattanooga instead of
Memphis?

One of three answers (guess which
one): It’s better to have Chattanooga
on the marriage certificate than
Memphis; Chattanooga is more of the
ideal environment that I would like to
remember than Memphis; it’s for
Aurora because her friends are there
and I really wanted her to have a once-
in-a-lifetime wedding.

Because Nicholas chose the
location. 

He told my friends we would come
back to Chattanooga for the
wedding so that they could
attend. Isn’t he sweet?

Nicholas:  I knew she was the woman who would complete me, because of the complete person she is. Her beauty is from the
inside out and in the many expressions she has. And she’s really intelligent. I mean anyone that has about 1000 books in her

collections doesn’t just have them for decorations in her room. 

Aurora: You may think he’s exaggerating, but he’s not. Anyone who
knows me can tell you how much I love to read. I’m not completely
unpacked from the move yet (I moved from Chattanooga to Memphis
at the end of July), but so far I’ve unpacked over 1600 books. Books
have been a part of my life since I was a small child. You can learn,
travel, experience new things and relax through books ––they are
wonderful.

Nicholas:  Even after meeting her, discussing about our love for each other, it was expected that I would move from Memphis
to Dallas, but that option didn’t materialize for what ever reason, which is fine with me because it seems like I can make the best
impact here in Memphis, the city which I’ve discovered many residents don’t like living. But I am here for reasons, I may never
understand. The one good thing is that we, now, have the opportunity of having the marriage in Chattanooga. The travel distance
from Dallas to Chattanooga might have been more challenging than from Memphis. Might not have been possible. 

Aurora: Having the wedding in Chattanooga is great. Trying to PLAN a wedding in Chattanooga from Memphis, not
so great……. Luckily, I have friends in Chattanooga who are helping out and Nicholas is pitching in and doing his
part. It’s a joint thing because this is our wedding and our marriage, not my wedding. I want it to be simple, but
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Nicholas and Aurora near a creek in the Smoky
Mountains in late April 2007.

something that we are both happy with and can remember with fondness.

Nicholas:  And what better way to schedule things than getting married, then, going out to
the Smoky Mountains to watch the leaves change colors. A couple of times I really tried to watch
the leaves change, last year when I traveled to Branson, Missouri, and earlier this year when
Aurora and I traveled to the Smoky Mountains in late April. Then, I knew, I wanted to come back
to visit in the fall.  What better way to watch the leaves changing colors than on a honeymoon?

Aurora: Nicholas is always looking for color in the natural surrounding of
Tennessee. Unfortunately, I think he blinked during

the short time the trees were budding last spring. He was expecting more color, but
what he got was brown trees in the winter, a few spots of color in the spring and then
it’s been all green ever since. While we were in the mountains last April, he was
disappointed to not be able to see any color so I’m glad that we are able to return
there this fall so that, hopefully, he can see some color. 

she was going to. She hesitated when she answered. She believes what I do. It’s not the world's
view of church that’s important, but the relationship with Jesus, and trusting in the Bible, God’s
Word, was the most important tenet of her beliefs. 

Aurora: The most important to thing to me about Nicholas is that he puts God first in his life. That’s what I’ve
always looked for –––– someone who puts God first in their life and studies the Bible to know what God’s will is
rather than to blindly follow the teachings of some person or denomination. In him, I’ve found the person that
I can share my life with, someone who follows the Lord openly and lives a life that allows others to see Christ
through him. We have so much in common, but also have differences in areas that we need –––– we compliment
each other –––– he’s more outgoing and better with people which has helped me to improve even more in this area.
And so many other reasons as well. I could write all day about his good qualities………….
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Ephesians 5:22-33
22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the
head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is
the Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should
submit to their husbands in everything.

    25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing[b] her by the washing with
water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In
this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated his own
body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30for we
are members of his body. 31"For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."[c]
32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.
33However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and
the wife must respect her husband. (NIV)

Nicholas:  In a few weeks, I will be in a role––husband––that I have not played in life. Because you know that is all we are actors
on the world stage, passing through from this life to the next. That’s why I am really thankful that Aurora and I went through pre-
marital counseling at church for several weeks. Recently, at church we had a Man-Up day. One of the topics was to Man-Up in our
marriage. It helped to learn what my role is in the marriage. ... What a challenge! 

I am certain, though, maturing in the personal relationship that I have in my role model, Jesus Christ––and ONLY through that,
will I not disappoint Aurora as my wife. I am instructed to love, nourish and cherish––and give myself up for––Aurora, as Jesus
does for His church. ... Wow! What an awesome responsibility and accountability! 

Aurora: I am sure that Nicholas is equal to the task and that he will do an excellent job. As long as we both
continue to put God first in our lives and seek His will, I know, that we will be fine. We have talked from the very
beginning about the importance of honesty and communication in a relationship and, especially, within a marriage.
I trust Nicholas –––– with my life, my heart and my soul. 


